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Pasvik-Inari Trilateral Park 

The  Pasvik-Inari Trilateral Park covers an 

area of 1890 km²   
Source: Fylkesmannen i Finnmark 



Borders separate.  
Nature unites! 
 

Photo: Rolf E. Sch. Kollstrøm 



 

Mom is back from  
her trip abroad… 

You have some  
souvenirs for us? 

Source: ABCGheritage project 



Brown bear distribution in Northern Europe. European Commission. 

The brown bear in northern europe 
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Population size estimations 
   
  Norway:      
   
  Sweden:          
   
  Finland:          
   
  Russia:      
   
  Estonia:              

 
    

[minimum]  ~150 
        

~2,800 
         

~1,700 
    
~130,000 
             

~700 



Drawing by Leif Ollila 

Hair-snares to pluck bear hair 
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Input from: Alexander Kopatz – NIBIO Svanhovd, Norway 



Snare 

placement was 

localized in 

advance to 

avoid potential 

conflicts with 

people 

Move the snares 

once each month 

within the      

same grid 

1 hair snare           

per 5x5 km grid 

Check snares   

every 2 weeks 

Hair-trapping 



 
Monitoring of the Pasvik-Inari-Pechenga brown 

bear population in 2015 using hair-trapping   
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2007 2011 2015 

196 samples collected 
26 of 56 grids showed activity 
24 bears identified  
    (10 females, 14 males) 
11 new identified, 13 known 

88 samples collected 
27 of 56 grids showed activity 
20 bears identified  
     (12 females, 8 males) 
4 new identified, 16 known 

209 samples collected 
25 of 56 grids showed activity 
26 bears identified  
    (17 females, 9 males) 
13 new identified, 13 known 

 
Monitoring of the Pasvik-Inari-Pechenga brown 

bear population in 2015 using hair-trapping   



 
Remote wildlife cameras   

 
 

10 XVI Nordic Congress of Wildlife Research 

All footage from 2015 has been compiled and can be viewed here:  

http://vimeo.com/144482693  

No harm to wildlife was documented or observed 

http://vimeo.com/144482693
http://vimeo.com/144482693
http://vimeo.com/144482693


 
Monitoring of the Pasvik-Inari-Pechenga brown 

bear population in 2015 using hair-trapping   

Conclusions 
• Hair-traps have shown their power in detecting bear abundance and individuals.  

• Compared to 2007 and 2011, the total number of identified individuals in 2015 increased, 
respectively with 3 and 7 individuals.  

• Seven (35%) individuals, detected in 2011, were recaptured in 2015. Four (16.7%) bears, 
detected in 2007, were recaptured in 2015.  

• Two individuals were detected in two countries, and one individual were detected in grids in 
all three countries.  

• The higher number of samples and detected brown bears in 2015 may be caused by more 
bear activity within the study area, compared to 2007 and 2011.  

• A total of 13 new bears were identified in 2015 as compared to 4 in 2011.  

• Hair-trapping can lead to a substantial increase in the number of detected bears in the area.  

• As is previous studies, no harm to wildlife was documented or observed.  

• Sample collection during summer period. 

• Unique, prestigious pioneer project and study – in management and research. 



NIBIO – Mobile teaching laboratory  

Input form Siv.Grete Aarnesen, NIBIO, Norway 



Brown Bear Center at 
NIBIO Svanhovd, 
Norway 



Trilateral Visitor Monitoring 

Core area Area / 
Sight 

Country Way of measuring 2014 2015 

Pasvik 
zapovednik 

NPA RUS counting (permits for 
entrance) 

895 580 

Øvre-Pasvik NP NPA 
 

NOR estimate, 
*counter 

c. 1500 1956* 

Pasvik NR NPA NOR estimate c. 500 c. 500 

Øvre-Pasvik LPA NPA NOR estimate c. 1500 > 1500 

Vätsäri 
wilderness area 

NPA FIN estimate 7 000 7 000 

Together NPAs c. 11 395 c. 11 536 

Rajakoski nature 
school 

Visitor 
centre 

RUS counting 580 370 

Svanhovd info 
centre, NIBIO 

Visitor 
centre 

NOR counter 6 950 8 961 

Sámi museum 
and nature 
centre Siida 

Visitor 
centre 

FIN counter 98 470 113 474 

Together 
centres 

106 000 
 

122 805 

Piilola hiking 
trail 

Sight NOR‒FIN counter 381 160 

Photos: Gunnar Reinholdtsen; Riina 
Tervo, Metsähallitus 



Main infrastructure for visitors 

Protected area Main infrastructure 

Vätsäri Wilderness Area (FI) 35 km of marked hiking trails, Piilola trail;  

3 open wilderness cabins and one rental hut 

Siida – Visitors Centre in Inari 

Øvre Pasvik National Park 

(NO) 

12 km of marked hiking trails, Piilola trail; ~10 km of 

skiing routs and 2 open wilderness cabins.  

Øvre Pasvik National park Centre in Svanvik 

Øvre Pasvik Landscape 

Protection Area (NO) 

5 km of marked hiking trails, ~5 km of skiing routs. 

Pasvik Nature Reserve (NO) 2 km of marked hiking trail to bird watching hide and an 

old bears den  

Pasvik State Nature 

Reserve (RUS) 

Varlam Island nature and culture site 

Visitor-centre –ecological school in Rajakoski 

Coming – Visitors Centre in Nikel city 



 



 Cross-border visitors survey 

Photo: Gabor Nagy 

Websurvey 2017- 
• Questionnaire  

– in four languages  

– delivered in paper, through qr-code and as e-mail in visitor centres, in the 
NPA’s and in the tourism companies 

• Outcomes 

– Basic information of the visitor: age, sex, place/country of origin 

– Main reasons for the visit, spending, influence on health and well being 

– Estimate on usage of money in the area in correspondence to length of the 
stay ‒> effect on local economy (Finland) 

– Dissemination: information about Pasvik-Inari Trilateral Park is delivered! 

 

   Photo: Valley of River Pasvik . Juha Paso, Parks & Wildlife Finland 



Takk!  Kiitos!  Giitu!  Спасибо! Thank You! 

Photos: Steinar Wikan, Johannes Abildsnes, Hans Tømmervik, Unknown 


